By DIANE SOLWAY
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DWARD STIERLE, THE
Jalfrey Ballst's most dae
ing virtwoso dancer and a
fledgling choreographer,
died on March 8 at the age

g
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.t-ﬂ. Just three days after the world |

pyembere of his ballst “"Empyrean
e Mr. Stherle hod been i1 with
ﬁﬂ for three months prior to the
Jallfrey’s justconcloded season at the
M York State Theater. Though he
hgd grown progressively debilitated,
mysomehow (ownd the crealive ener-
gYto fully realize the new work, a 22-
rapute balle far 18 dancers.
*lrdesd, it was during the poriod
when his health began to ebb that Mr.
dmrie made the taxing transition
m dancer Lo choreographer
‘His is a Elunning Lileni,"" wroie
Ahpa Kisselgoft, chief dance eritic for

e Mew York Times, in her review |

-{h‘l::mg:l'_-'rrun Dances " adding that
'h- WOrk was “'a FaMLyY, a vidionary
bafet, and the vision of the Empyre-
am or highest heaven that Millon ex-
I.Hl:ed is translated by Mr. Sterie into
nburning onrush of hl:l-pE ks

Mr. Stierle became 3o obsessed
with e creatson of this balled that it
ledh him 1o neglect his health. Even
atrer he had tesied HIV-positive for
A= AlDS virus in 1987, he contimsed
ta, dance at full thromle: later, he
threw himeell into the making of
Empyrean Dances,” spending long
fours outssds (he rehearsal studis
tevising and tinkering with the &lnba-
e drawings he made as a blueprint
for- his ballet That deermination
characieriosd the whale of Mr
slierie’'s briel car=sr and, while zin-
Bulnar in itz expression exemplifies
the creaitve fervor thai drives all
urliSkic endegvor
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Choreographing
In the Face of Death
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Mr. Stierle accepting a prize, three days before he died.




